May 29th, 2005

Hi Gavin
I will write individual letters this week. 
The final of the Super 12 competition was held yesterday in Christchurch with the Canterbury Crusaders beating the NSW Waratahs 35 – 25. This was the Crusaders’ 7th appearance in the final in 10 years and their 5th win, more than any other team. This was the last Super 12 game as next year it will become the Super 14. The Lions squad has arrived in NZ for a 7-week tour. (The Lions are the best players from the UK and Ireland). 

Don’t follow soccer much, but was impressed by Liverpool’s win in the European Cup beating Milan 5-3 in a penalty shootout after the game ended 3-3 at full and after extra time. They last won it 21 years ago. Actually watched the replay in the evening.

There have been some interesting documentaries on TV. One series is about Churchill. One thing I didn’t know is that when he lost his position of First Lord of the Admiralty (in 1915 or 1916), he actually went and fought in the trenches on the Western Front. He was not accepted by the troops at first but did a lot to improve their conditions, fitness and morale. Another Michael Palin documentary series has begun, this one called 'Himalaya'. This episode focused on the Kyber Pass area, which is at the western end on the Himalayas. I like his documentaries. The last one he did, I think was “Pole to Pole.” Have you seen any of his travel documentaries?
I also watched the last episode of the first 'American Princess' TV show. Looked for more information about it on the Internet but almost nothing. It seems that it has been shown in the UK (and of course here) but will not be screened in the US until next month. There will probably be more websites then! Anyway, I probably would not have written about it except that the last episode was held in Stirling Castle, Scotland. Can you remember visiting it in 1990? I remember there was a throne in one large room, which although roped off, Leonie, and I think you, sat on it to get a photograph. Do you remember any of this? 
Started reading 'Hard Times' by Dickens, in the serialised version reproduced by Stanford University. I mentioned that I had elected “A Tale of Two Cities” but realise that was last year’s book which I didn’t get as I was in LA.
In HK, Donald Tsang, the acting CE, resigned in order to 'run' for CE. The election for the CE will be held in July (I think) by a 800-member election committee. As Tsang is China’s anointed, he will of course be chosen. Also, a bakery shop that Chris Patten said makes the best daan (egg) tarts in the world closed down due to a big rent hike. There was a very long queue on the last day to get some of the daan tarts. When the then German Chancellor Helmut Kohl was in HK, Patten took him down to Central to sample the daan tarts. 
How is your charity work going? You mentioned that it is usually boring and you have to do tedious tasks. Yes, I guess so, but the have to be done and are important and as you also said, your help is appreciated.

That seems to be it for now. Still rather a short letter!
Cheers
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